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…is founder and president of Teaching Like Jesus Ministries, Inc., a 
non-profit parachurch ministry dedicated to equipping leaders in the 
local church. With three decades of experience as a Christian 
education pastor and director, she places the highest value on 
mentoring others by depositing the Word of God according to  
2 Tim 2: 2. Her mission is to equip teachers, volunteers and parents 
so that churches are strengthened and families are empowered. She 
writes curriculum and consults with pastors to bring interactive 
seminary-quality workshops to churches and conferences. 
  

Her best-selling book, Teaching Like Jesus: A Practical Guide to Christian Education in Your Church 
(Zondervan) is in its 14th printing and was hailed by Dr. Lawrence Richards as “the best book on 
Christian education in twenty years!” Principles of Jesus are applied to practical ministry from youth to 
adults. The theme—a church without children is a dying church—correlates church growth with a viable 
children’s ministry that attracts families: parents, grandparents, aunties, uncles, cousins.  
 
Keeping You & Your Kids Sexually Pure: A How-To Guide for Parents, Pastors, Youth Workers and 
Teachers (Zondervan/Xlibris) is based on her doctoral studies and is an expose of Planned Parenthood 
that uncovers the roots of abortion in America. This page-turner and eye-opener stresses the urgency of 
sexual purity and is the text for abstinence workshops. It’s also used for parenting seminars to empower 
parents to safeguard their children from the negative consequences of non-marital sex.  
 

Dr. Tolbert has edited/written three additional books. With Dr. Alveda King, niece of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., she co-edited Life at All Costs: An Anthology of Voices from 21st Century Black Pro-Life 
Leaders, which details national efforts to end abortion and protect the traditional family. She also wrote 
How to STUDY and Understand the Bible in 5 Simple Steps Without Learning Hebrew or Greek, an 
easy-to-read 99-page book that simplifies inductive Bible study principles for every student of the Word. 
In 2014, she edited Exploring and Engaging Spirituality for Today’s Children: A Holistic Approach 
(Wipf & Stock), a compilation of research from the 2012 Society for Children’s Spirituality: Christian 
Perspectives Conference. Since 2009 she serves as president of this educational organization that 
encourages scholars and practitioners to explore factors that contribute to children’s spiritual formation.  
 

For excellence in teaching and mentoring, Dr. Tolbert received the Priscilla Award from Biola 
University during National Women’s History Month (March 2013). In 2010, she was awarded a 
Commendation by the County of Los Angeles for her efforts with the Department of Children and 
Family Services to find permanency for older children who are being raised in foster care. She 
champions adoption in pulpits across America and invites pastors to partner with her program, 
Covenants for Kids, where volunteers drive children who are living in foster care to church.   
 

Tolbert earned her B.A. from New York’s Hunter College and her Master of Arts and Doctor of 
Philosophy degrees from Talbot School of Theology/Biola University. During her tenure as Assistant 
Professor at Talbot, students twice nominated her for “Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers.” She 
has also taught as an adjunct professor at Azusa Pacific and La Verne Universities in CA. 
 

Her roles as wife, mother, and grandmother are what Dr. Tolbert cherishes most. She is married to Elder 
Irving Tolbert, a Vice-President at a leading California bank. Their daughter, La Nej Garrison, M.A., is 
married to former international NBA player Matthew Garrison, and the couple has three sons—Josiah, 
Judah, and Jeremiah. ### 
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